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" The Cape Verde Islands are echodulod to obtain their . -

M‘\I

)

independence from Portugal on July 5., Until that time the
Islands will be governed by a transitional govefnment composed
of a Portuguese high commissioner and a five-member cabinet..
'The transitiona™ gevcrnment will cctabllsh procedures for
constituent -assembly cl@ctlone to bhe held 1n June,
The Lran51tlonal gOVernment will be dominated by represcnwl
tatlves of the African Party for the Independence of Portuquese
' Guinea and Cape Verde (PAICC)--the only active polltlcal 3
organization in the Islands. The PAIGC foughf the Portuguescv_
in Portuguese Guinea for a decade bcforo achlev1ng lndependence
there in September 1974 and renamtng the tcrrltorv Gu1nea~Blssau.‘<
Historically, the Cape Verde Islands and Guinea-Bissau -
weretcloeely linked. The Portuguese feiied heavily on cape -
Vexdians to administer Guinea-Bissau. ,Ironicaliy;'educated a
CapeﬂVerdiens formeq the nuclees of the an£i4Portugue3e
~nationalist movement»in'Guinea—Bissau and the bulk of the PAIGC‘S
current leadership is of Cape Verdian'origin. Alteough'tﬁe
' Cape Verde Islands wefe'1ﬂ*qcly untouched by the 1nsurgencv'(
in Gu1nea BLSSuu, tho PAIGC has con51etently claimed td’f"'
represent Cape;Verde as well as Gufhegynissae.

- The Portuguese expect that at independence the PALGL w111'

be the_dominant political organization in the Iqlands and w111
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be recognized internationally as the'legal representative of
the Cape vVerdian people. Tt remains to be seen, however,
what sort of political 1inks between Bissau and the islands will

be established.

GENERAL BACKGROUND

The Cape Verde Tslands consists of a group of 10 inhhbited
islands and several uninhabited islets located about 300 mlles
off Cap Vert on the west coast of Africa. As of 1969 the total
population of the iSlandéiﬁés 230,000 with an averagetdeﬁsity of

147 persons per squére mi,le. : |

The Cape Verde Islands, with a poor rcsoufce enaﬁwméht_-ﬁ
ana a low level of economic development, are not solf~subpof£ing.
Morc than 80% of the 1slanders earn their 11v1ng in agrlculture~-f'
mainly subsistencé--despite such adverse conditions as poor.soils,-

| frequeht severe droughts, mountainous terrain, and inaaequafé“'
traﬁsport. Oonly 7% of the land is arable, and most of it planted
in corn——thc major dietary staple in the province. Otherf o
'impértdnt crops include bananas, other tropical fruits, Lorfee,
sweet potatoes,'ca;sava, beans, and peanuts. Fishing'ls the
second largest activity of the economy. Although the pfovfnce

.khas no flect of its own, it provides a;poﬁular harbor for many
Portuguese aﬁd'forcign fleets fishing the Atlantic west éf Africa.
It 1969 1]moqt 4,000 tons of fis h, valued at Us$600,000, were

M
landed in the islands. Processing and canning this catch--
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mostly tuna, sardlneh, and lobsters--is the main 1ndu°Lry in the
Cape Verdes. In fact, the only other manufacturing in the areca is

limited to simple food and tobacco processing, and bottling of a

Q | few beverages. Mining activity is restricted to salt and

pozzolana--a volcanic rock used to produce hydraulic cgmcnt.
only the major airports and towns have access to electricity~f

‘consumptionlin 1969 reached 4.3 mi]lion kilowatt hiurs——and the‘
total electric power capacity is about 5,000 kildwntts. |

Since domestic resources and production.afe.so limifed, ”; -
the islands' economy is. héavily dependent‘on-foreiqn'trade and

"aid from Portugal. In 1909 1mp01tq were valued at US$23 1'
million and consnsted prlmarlly uf food produrtq, wines and.w5
beer, textiles, machlncly, petloloum products, and ccment
0ver three-fourths of -otal exports--$10.1 mllllon—-were

:aqucultural products.. Majorlexport items include fresh,
'frozen, and canned fish, bananas, water—-for marltlme use—-'

. povzolana, and salt The province's major trade par&ners*are‘
motrOpolltan Portugal and its other overseas prov1nces. _Iﬁ}v
1969 “the mctropalc supplled almost 50 of its total 1mport.
the other provmncos,'?7%, the United K1ngdom,‘ %,'and the United
States;flu.n-On the export account, the metropolelpurchaséa'

- about 67%; the United States, almost 8%; and the other provinces,

abcut 6%. 'T'he islands also have an important market in other

African couatries, parylculaly for salt, .about 73 of t)tal

N
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exports were shipped there in 1969. Portugal also provides

-32. . ‘developiment aid and, as necessary, during prolonged or-seveire
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drought, emergency assistance. |
The extreme harshness of the physical environmént and the
pefiodic recurrence of severe drbughts and famines coﬁbine with
a Qefy high rate of illiteracy to imﬁnde the cmergcnéy 6f
political awareness on the part of the gfeat majority of the
‘population of the Cape Verde Islandé.‘ N . ,
Political activity in the Cape Verde Islaﬁds is negiigible;-_
No manifestations of anticolonialisn have been reported in
Cape Verde Islands. _ .' |
- The Cape Verde Islandg——pfoudly characterized by fhe'
Portﬁguese as "stratggic sentinelm"—*éccupy a central and key }
position for mid and south Atlantic operations. There is an'L

excellent and protected harbor at Mindelo on Sao Vicente. . The

~island of Sal has an international airport which is currently

being_médernized.
Emigration to the United States, remittance. payments from'
the U.S. and Social Security pensions for elderly returnees to

Cape Verde make for a strong and favorable American image in the

islands. ‘ R
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